
Appendix 1

MATTERS REFERRED FROM COUNCIL AND 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

PART A: MATTERS REFERRED FROM COUNCIL

There are no matters referred by the Council to the Cabinet on this occasion.

PART B: MATTERS REFERRED FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEES

FINANCE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES OVERVIEW AND 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 16 July 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Graham Jeal

Advertising and Sponsorship Initiative

Considerations:

 The call-in meeting held on Friday 14 June 2019
 The meeting of the Vice-Chairman of the Committee with the Director of Finance 

and the Assistant Chief Executive for Transformation and Change
 Documentation including written references from other local authorities who had 

worked with Publitas, details of previous work the company had carried out and 
their final report and business model

 The Council started dealing with Publitas in October 2018
 The detailed report produced by Publitas describing how it worked and the 

income it could generate for the Council 
 The company had provided details of how it would manage the contract on the 

Council’s behalf
 Training would be provided to the Council’s officers to support performance 

monitoring
 Members and Officers would have an opportunity to review the project half-way 

through the process
 The £40k fee was a one-off fee to cover all work 

Outcomes

 The Vice-Chairman indicated that he was happy with the process followed when 
awarding the contract and considered that the references received had been very 
good 



 No further action needed with reference to the call-in
 The project to be scrutinised going forward
 The Vice-Chairman to provide a written note to the Committee, summarising the 

findings of the review

2018/19 Outturn

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Finance regarding the budget outturn 
position at the end of 2018/19 in respect of the General Fund Revenue Budget, 
the Housing Revenue Account Budget and the Capital Programmes associated 
therewith

 The outturn report was approved by the Governance and Audit Committee on 21 
June 2019 and Cabinet on 9 July 2019

 In-year changes had increased the total budget to £19.502m
 Commentary on budget variances of £20,000 and over
 Carry forwards relating to specific items had been agreed by the Governance and 

Audit Committee
 The surplus relating to the Housing Revenue Account had been transferred to 

reserves to provide additional funding for the HRA Capital Programme
 Arrangements for the Pension Review were discussed
 The budget relating to the 100% business rate pilot was reviewed
 Right to buy, void rates and rent write-offs were considered in relation to their 

respective budgets
 Members discussed the need for accounting adjustments 
 Arrangements for factoring the Minimum Revenue Provision (MRP) into the 

Council budget for future capital asset needs 
 The requirement to reprofile housing scheme budgets to reflect revised 

completion dates
 The Housing Delivery Programme and its budget considerations 
 The Governance and Audit Committee had approved a carry forward in the HRA 

Capital Programme for repairs vehicles
 Underspends associated with the disabled facilities grants provision

Outcomes

 The Cabinet Member for Communities, Health and Wellbeing to provide a written 
update outlining the action to be taken to reduce the underspend in relation to 
disabled facilities grants

Link to relevant papers

 Report from the Cabinet Member for Finance: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23286/Outturn%20Report
%202018-19%20DRAFT.pdf

 Outturn report appendix 2018-19:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23287/Outturn%20report%
20appendix%2018-19%20Final.pdf

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23286/Outturn%20Report%202018-19%20DRAFT.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23286/Outturn%20Report%202018-19%20DRAFT.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23287/Outturn%20report%20appendix%2018-19%20Final.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23287/Outturn%20report%20appendix%2018-19%20Final.pdf


Performance Reporting

Considerations

 The report of the Deputy Leader of the Council, setting out performance 
information for quarters three and four of 2018/19

 Plans to increase the number of apprenticeships to achieve the associated target
 Rent collection from council homes was slightly below target at the end of quarter 

four
 Occupancy rates of retail units had exceeded targets
 The development and introduction of a new system to collect performance data, 

enabling live reporting
 The new system would be primarily an internal resource
 Arrangements outlining who should have access to the system, and the level of 

access granted to individuals
 The communication plan relating to the rollout of the new system, and any training 

required for users
 The initial procurement, and on-going upkeep costs of the new system
 Arrangement for security measures to protect the Council’s data
 The rate of fly tipping which had shown an increase in performance reporting data
 The regularity with which data was collected, and the possibility of an additional 

breakdown of information in some areas

Outcomes

 A breakdown of the occupancy of retail units by market town to be provided to 
Committee members

 Officers to provide a breakdown of costs relating to the new system and 
information about other users

 Additional information on fly tipping to be circulated to Committee members

Recommendations

 Councillors to have access to the new performance reporting system ahead of its 
main launch to allow the build-up of an archive of data and to enable members 
to answer constituents’ queries when the system goes live 

Link to relevant papers

 Report from the Deputy Leader of the Council:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23305/OSC%20report%20
16%20July%20v3.pdf

 Quarter 3 2018-19:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23295/Q3%202018%2020
19.pdf

 Quarter 4 and final outturn for 2018-19:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23296/Q4%20and%20final
%20outturn%20for%202018%202019.pdf

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23305/OSC%20report%2016%20July%20v3.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23305/OSC%20report%2016%20July%20v3.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23295/Q3%202018%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23295/Q3%202018%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23296/Q4%20and%20final%20outturn%20for%202018%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23296/Q4%20and%20final%20outturn%20for%202018%202019.pdf


Funding Update

Considerations

 The challenges facing the Council in relation to national funding and its impact 
on financial review and budgeting work

 The overall reduction in funding, currently sitting at just under 29%
 Local authorities are exploring new ways to focus on innovation and growth, 

rather than relying primarily on making cuts
 The main sources of income for the Council, and the impact of the limitations of 

control over council tax and business rates
 The Revenue Support Grant, which had now been withdrawn
 The government was undertaking a business rates and a fair funding review, with 

changes coming into effect from 2021/22 (a delay of original plans)
 The possible scenarios resulting from the delay, and the effect this would have 

on budgeting   
 The budget deficit projected in the Medium Term Financial Plan would be 

deferred by a year to account for the changes
 The potential impact of reviewing the baseline of business rates income on 

economic growth over time
 The fairer funding review would take into account the cost of service delivery to 

rural areas
 The Council is a member of the Shire Districts Network, through which it had 

been lobbying
 The opportunities and difficulties surrounding the pursuit of commercial 

opportunities as a way of generating income for local authorities

Outcomes

 The Council to continue to make arrangements to increase revenue and review 
budgets where necessary in response to future changes in funding

Link to relevant papers

 Report from the Cabinet Member for Finance:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23293/Funding%20Update
%20Report.pdf

Contract Tendering Process Review

Considerations

 The Director of Finance’s presentation on contract tendering
 The review of Contract Procedure Rules that was underway following the change 

to working with Welland Procurement in April 2019
 The differing procurement routes taken dependent on the financial value of 

contracts
 The balance of cost and quality in assessing tenders

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23293/Funding%20Update%20Report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23293/Funding%20Update%20Report.pdf


Outcomes

 The Director of Finance to circulate the presentation to Members of the 
Committee

COMMUNITIES AND WELLBEING OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There are no matters referred by the Communities and Wellbeing Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee to Cabinet on this occasion. 

CULTURE AND VISITOR ECONOMY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There are no matters referred by the Culture and Visitor Economy Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee to Cabinet on this occasion. 

ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There are no matters referred by the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee to 
Cabinet on this occasion. 

RURAL AND COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

There are no matters referred by the Rural and Communities Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee to Cabinet on this occasion. 


