
Appendix 1

MATTERS REFERRED FROM COUNCIL AND 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

PART A: MATTERS REFERRED FROM COUNCIL

There are no matters referred by the Council to the Cabinet on this occasion.

PART B: MATTERS REFERRED FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEES

CULTURE AND VISITOR ECONOMY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 3 September 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Judy Stevens

Cultural Strategy – consultation feedback

Considerations

 An update from the Head of Arts on progress with the Cultural Strategy following 
consultation through the ‘Big Conversation’

 Strategy themes: arts, heritage, sports and sciences
 A web-based survey form
 Conversation with groups participating in the Bourne CiCLE festival
 Information on activities that were well attended and barriers preventing access 

and participation
 Areas considered by the committee: featuring community engagement in the 

strategy, the standard and availability of facilities and transport and event costs
 Further work would be undertaken to dig into the survey responses
 The emerging Arts Council Strategy for the next ten years

Savoy Cinema Opening – Community Involvement and media coverage

Considerations

 Background to the development of the cinema
 The number of visits to date and the projected number of visits in the first year
 The number of social media hits
 The clash of the cinema’s opening with a ‘Music in Quiet Places’ event
 Marketing work that was being undertaken by InvestSK in respect of the A3 units 

that formed part of the complex



Outcomes

 A tour of the Grantham cinema complex should be arranged for those members 
who wish to view it

Read dating

Considerations

 Read dating provided an opportunity to develop the work of the Deepings Literary 
Festival

 The possibility of extending the programme to Bourne and Stamford libraries
 The “Pint of Poetry” sessions taking place at Stamford Arts Centre

FINANCE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES OVERVIEW AND 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 05 September 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Graham Jeal

Finance Update Report – Quarter 1 2019/20

Considerations

 The Revenue budget stood at £19.796m and a forecast overspend of £461k at 
the end of quarter 1

 A significant variance to the Revenue Budget General Fund was the forecast 
underachievement of the workforce efficiency target (vacancy factor)

 2019/20 budget pressures included car park income, trader levels at markets, 
operational costs relating to St Martin’s Park and challenges securing budgeted 
savings for transformation and procurement

 The budget variance relating to dwelling rents; an increase in right to buys over 
the 2018/19 period had reduced the total number of properties from which rent 
could be collected

 It was assumed that the current four-year legacy payment model would continue 
regarding the New Homes Bonus

 Unforeseen costs during the Public Realm construction works, including the need 
for a separate boiler system for the Civic Suite

Outcomes

 Officers to provide a breakdown of the usage of market stalls across towns in 
the district

 Members to receive figures relating to car park income in Grantham
 The final account for the Bourne CiCLE festival to be confirmed at the following 

Committee meeting



Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Finance: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23807/Budget%20Monitori
ng%20Qtr%201%20Report%20-%20FORMATTED.pdf 

Quarter 1 Performance

Considerations

 Of the twenty-one corporate performance indicators, three were at amber status
 The percentage of rent collected in quarter 1 was below target; this was attributed 

to an increase in arrears resulting from the further roll out of Universal Credit 
across the district and an increase in unrecoverable debts relating to deceased 
tenants and evictions

 The number of apprenticeships hosted within the Council was below target. 
However, further apprenticeship recruitment opportunities were in the pipeline

 The percentage of waste sent for reuse, recycling and composting remained 
within the amber threshold for quarter 1. This was part of a countywide issue 
currently being addressed by Lincolnshire County Council

 The percentage of streets meeting the clean streets standard was performing 
highly

 The presentation of the Strategic Director, Transformation and Change, which 
provided Members with examples of interactive dashboards created using the 
new Performance Reporting Framework software (using Microsoft Power BI)

 The new Framework would be rolled out incrementally, with information to be 
shared in the public domain initially as static views.

 The current priority in relation to the Framework would be collating data sets for 
the individual dashboards in order for them to provide relevant meaning for each 
target audience 

Outcomes

 A workshop to be provided for any interested Councillors in relation to the new 
Performance Framework

Recommendations

 The Committee recommended that the Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee consider the percentage of household waste sent for reuse, recycling 
and composting as part of its work programme

Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Finance: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23808/Performance%20Q
uarter%201.pdf  

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23807/Budget%20Monitoring%20Qtr%201%20Report%20-%20FORMATTED.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23807/Budget%20Monitoring%20Qtr%201%20Report%20-%20FORMATTED.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23808/Performance%20Quarter%201.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23808/Performance%20Quarter%201.pdf


 Appendix 1- Performance Data Quarter 1 2019/20: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23809/Appendix%201%20
Performance%20Data%20Quarter%201%20201920.pdf 

Local Plan – Proposed Main Modifications

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Planning, outlining the background behind 
the development of the Local Plan to date

 The necessity for the Main Modifications recommended by the Inspector to be 
accepted in order for the Plan to be assessed as sound and thereby adopted by 
the Council

 Concerns of the Committee relating to the Main Modifications recommending a 
reduction of the affordable housing requirement in the urban area of Grantham 
and an increase in the indicative number of units in a number of areas 

 Without a Local Plan, national government policy would apply, including 
presumption in favour of sustainable development. This would essentially prevent 
the Council from shaping the way the District was developed 

Outcomes

 Members comments regarding the Main Modifications to the Local Plan were 
forward to the meeting of Cabinet on 10 September 2019

Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Planning: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23815/Local%20Plan%20
main%20modifications%20OSC%20report.pdf 

 Appendix 1 Schedule of Main Modifications: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23816/Appendix%201%2
0Schedule%20of%20Main%20Modifications.pdf 

 Appendix 2 Schedule of Policy Map Modifications: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23817/Appendix%202%2
0Schedule%20of%20Policy%20Map%20Modifications.pdf 

 Appendix 3 Sustainability Appraisal Addendum: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23818/Appendix%203%2
0Sustainbility%20Appraisal%20Addendum.pdf 

 Appendix 4 Local Development Scheme 2019-2022: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23819/Appendix%204%2
0Local%20Development%20Scheme%202019-2022.pdf 

Deepings Special Expense Area

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Finance regarding the review of the 
Deepings Special Expense Area

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23809/Appendix%201%20Performance%20Data%20Quarter%201%20201920.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23809/Appendix%201%20Performance%20Data%20Quarter%201%20201920.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23815/Local%20Plan%20main%20modifications%20OSC%20report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23815/Local%20Plan%20main%20modifications%20OSC%20report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23816/Appendix%201%20Schedule%20of%20Main%20Modifications.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23816/Appendix%201%20Schedule%20of%20Main%20Modifications.pdf
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http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23819/Appendix%204%20Local%20Development%20Scheme%202019-2022.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23819/Appendix%204%20Local%20Development%20Scheme%202019-2022.pdf


 Any recommendations made would be considered as part of the 2020/21 
budget proposals

 The Special Expense Area (SEA) levy was charged to residents of Market 
Deeping and Deeping St James

 The only cost currently included in the SEA was the grounds maintenance for 
the Linchfield Road playing field 

 The Council would need to decide whether to keep charging the local residents 
through the SEA levy or request that the costs be wholly met by the direct users 
of the field

 The review of the Deepings SEA charge called for broader consideration of the 
principle of using SEAs across all other areas in the district currently utilizing 
this levy

 The potential implications of asking stakeholders to meet costs

Outcomes

 The Cabinet Member for Finance to consult with the Deepings Parish 
Councillors regarding the Special Expense Area and report back his findings to 
the Committee

 Information detailing the facilities covered by Special Expense Areas in all 
areas of the district currently using this levy

Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Finance: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23806/Deepings%20SEA.
pdf 

RURAL AND COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 12 September 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Ray Wooten

Update on Condensate Pipes

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Housing, giving an overview of the issue 
which had initially arisen in early 2018, when a number of gas boilers had failed 
due to condensate pipes freezing

 No additional costs had been incurred as a result of the incident, as the Council’s 
contract with Liberty Gas included dealing with frozen condensates. There had, 
however, been implications for the tenants during the period the boilers were 
inoperative

 A technical advisor from the manufacturer had confirmed that although the 
installations had met design requirements, excessively low temperatures 
experienced at the time had caused the pipes to freeze. 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23806/Deepings%20SEA.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23806/Deepings%20SEA.pdf


 Inspections of all 215 properties had been undertaken and a programme of work 
was currently underway to modify the installations to safeguard against similar 
issues recurring. Vulnerable tenants were being prioritised in the programme of 
work 

Outcomes

 A further update to be given to Members in early 2020

Links to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Housing: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23861/Condensate%20Pip
e%20Remedials.pdf 

Modernising Housing Services - Review and Restructure

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Housing
 The services provided by the Housing Services department had remained largely 

unchanged for a period of time and practices had therefore become outdated in 
some areas

 The Council’s Corporate Strategy Priorities, calling for the authority to find better 
ways of delivering services

 The process of reviewing key strategic and operational issues, which began in 
January 2019

 The aims of the Housing Services review and restructure, as stated in the report
 The introduction of a team of Tenancy Support Officers to work alongside a grant-

funded fulltime worker
 Service standards supported by work plans had been introduced for Housing 

Options, Tenancy Services and Policy and Strategy 
 The introduction of more Homelessness Prevention Assistants and Housing 

Assistants
 The development of new KPIs to bring clear focus and shared goals to the team
 The production of a new Tenancy Agreement, Tenancy Engagement Framework 

and Tenancy Strategy
 The introduction of lean processes to reduce the time taken to re-let void 

properties

Outcomes

 A report focusing on void management to be presented to the Committee at the 
next meeting

Links to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Housing: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23862/Housing%20Servic
es%20Review%20v2%2029.6.19.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23861/Condensate%20Pipe%20Remedials.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23861/Condensate%20Pipe%20Remedials.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23862/Housing%20Services%20Review%20v2%2029.6.19.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23862/Housing%20Services%20Review%20v2%2029.6.19.pdf


Equalities Annual Position Statement 2019

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Communities, Health and Wellbeing
 The Equality Act 2010, which imposed a duty on the Council to give due regard 

to the three aims of the general Equality Duty when carrying out its public 
functions

 The further requirement for the Council to publish information demonstrating its 
compliance with the Equality Duty at least annually 

 The Council must also set and publish equality objectives at least every four 
years

 The published information must demonstrate that the Council has consciously 
considered the three aims of the Equality Duty and must include information 
relating to employees who share protected characteristics, as well as people who 
are affected by the Council’s policies and practices who share protected 
characteristics

Outcomes

 A link to the approved Equality and Diversity Annual Position Statement 2019 is 
to be circulated to all members

 The assisted gardening scheme should be brought before committee for 
consideration (suggested March 2020)

Recommendation:

 The Committee noted the contents of the Equality and Diversity Annual Position 
Statement prior to its approval for publication

Links to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Communities, Health and Wellbeing: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23859/E%20D%20Annual
%20Position%20Statement%20Report.pdf 

 Annual Position Statement 2019: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23860/Annual%20Position
%20Statement%202019.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23859/E%20D%20Annual%20Position%20Statement%20Report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23859/E%20D%20Annual%20Position%20Statement%20Report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23860/Annual%20Position%20Statement%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23860/Annual%20Position%20Statement%202019.pdf


ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 17 September 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Rosemary Trollope-Bellew

Climate Change Informal Workshop Update

Considerations

 The presentation of the Strategic Director, Commercial and Operations outlining 
the findings of the climate change workshop held on 30 July 2019

 Cabinet’s recommendations to Council following its meeting on 10 September 
2019, including the alteration of point ‘d’ to include the wording ‘up to £50,000’ 
and ‘with the agreement of the Environment Overview and Scrutiny Committee’. 

 Key messages from the workshop, including the need to have clear targets, the 
importance of Senior Member and Officer ownership and having short-term and 
long-term goals 

 Further work would need to be carried out to develop a fully representative view 
of the Council’s current baseline utilities usage

 The draft Terms of Reference for the ‘Climate Change Action’ task and finish 
group

 The purpose of the task and finish group and its role in supporting the Council’s 
ambition to reduce its carbon footprint by 2030 and become net-zero carbon by 
2050

 The current central government target was set at net-zero emissions by 2050
 Membership of the task and finish group would be comprised of elected Members 

and officers

Recommendations

 A further climate change workshop to be held on 28 October 2019
 The request be reiterated to add ‘climate change’ to the list of potential themes 

for the Gravity Fields Festival
 Recommend to Cabinet that SKDC seeks to reduce single use plastic at its 

organized events from 2020
 That the Council allocate up to £50,000 to enable external advice and the 

recruitment of a Climate Change Officer
 That the Council contact Lincolnshire County Council to see what advice or 

capacity it may be able to provide in moving towards its climate change targets
 That an external appointee for an environmental background be invited to 

become a member of the Interim Chief Executive’s Climate Change Action task 
and finish group

Link to relevant papers

 Climate change informal workshop presentation: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23911/Workshop%20pres
entation.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23911/Workshop%20presentation.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23911/Workshop%20presentation.pdf


Gambling Statement of Principles

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations and the draft 
Gambling Statement of Principles

 The Gambling Act 2005, which requires that the Council publish a Statement of 
Principles every three years 

 The current Statement was due for renewal by January 2020
 The public consultation which had been undertaken, with two responses having 

been received
 No changes were deemed necessary following the responses
 Only minor amendments had been made to the Statement

Recommendation

 Recommendation to Cabinet that the revised South Kesteven District Council 
Gambling Statement of Principles is suitable to be presented to Council for 
adoption

Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23904/ENV%20727%20G
ambling%20Statement.pdf 

 Appendix 1: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23905/Appendix%201.pdf 

 Appendix 2: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23906/Appendix%202.pdf 

 Appendix 3: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23907/Appendix%203.pdf 

 Appendix 4: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23908/Appendix%204.pdf 

Tree Guidelines

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations, and the 
corresponding three documents which had been produced to create a coherent 
model to guide how the Council approached the issue of trees and tree 
guidelines

 ‘South Kesteven District Council Member Tree Notification Protocol’- a 
document produced to guide the procedure by which Members would be 
notified of major trees works occurring within their Wards

 Major tree works would only be undertaken after a professional report for each 
case had been received, with the decision having been made in the interest of 
public safety

 ‘Local Government Charter for Trees, Woods and People: Principles’- this 
document had been developed with support from the Woodland Trust to allow 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23904/ENV%20727%20Gambling%20Statement.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23904/ENV%20727%20Gambling%20Statement.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23905/Appendix%201.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23906/Appendix%202.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23907/Appendix%203.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23908/Appendix%204.pdf


the Council to display a positive commitment towards trees whilst recognising 
its wider obligations as a public sector organisation

 ‘Tree Guidelines for the Management of Trees within South Kesteven District’- a 
document produced to complement work on climate change 

 The national challenge of increasing tree cover in order to support climate 
objectives

 The Council’s current practice of replanting when possible following tree felling, 
and the potential for this to be developed further  

Outcomes

 Some small amendments to the ‘Member Tree Notification Protocol’ document 
to be made by Officers, making a clear distinction between trees falling under 
the responsibility of the Council and those outside of Council owned areas

 An Officer from Planning to be invited to a future Environment Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee to provide further information regarding Tree Protection 
Orders

 Information to be provided indicating the typical costs incurred by purchasing 
and planting trees, alongside or included within the immediate climate change 
budgetary requirements presented by the ‘Climate Change Action’ task and 
finish group

Recommendations

 Recommendation to Cabinet to propose that Council endorses the draft ‘Local 
Government Charter for Trees, Woods and People: Principles’

 That the Council endorses the ‘Tree Guidelines for the Management of Trees 
within South Kesteven District’, with the provision that the document be an on-
going development to be reviewed in one year

Links to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23924/2019-9-17%20-
%20Env%20OSC%20-%20Tree%20Guidelines%20Report.pdf 

 South Kesteven District Council Member Tree Notification Protocol (Appendix 
1): http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23928/2019-9-17%20-
%20Env%20OSC%20-%20Tree%20Guidelines%20-
%20App%201%20Tree%20Notifications.pdf 

 Local Government Charter for Trees, Woods and People: Principles (Appendix 
2): http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23929/2019-9-17%20-
%20Env%20OSC%20-%20Tree%20Guidelines%20-
%20App%202%20Tree%20Charter.pdf 

 Tree Guidelines for the Management of Trees within South Kesteven District 
(Appendix 3): http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23930/2019-
9-17%20-%20Env%20OSC%20-%20Tree%20Guidelines%20-
%20App%203%20Tree%20Guidelines.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23924/2019-9-17%20-%20Env%20OSC%20-%20Tree%20Guidelines%20Report.pdf
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Food Waste Trial Update

Considerations

 The presentation from the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations, 
providing an update on the results from the food waste trial consultation

 Responses to the consultation had been positive
 A high percentage of respondents reported that they put their caddy out every 

week
 The high financial implications of providing a food waste collection service
 The environmental benefits of providing such a scheme
 The trial of a new collection method being undertaken, with the aim of 

increasing the efficiency of the service
 The high demand from residents to roll the scheme out further across the 

district, subject to funding being secured from Lincolnshire County Council via 
the Lincolnshire Waste Partnership

Outcomes

 Members to receive further information in the new year detailing the costs 
involved in the collection and disposal of food waste

Links to relevant papers

 Presentation from the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23916/Food%20Waste%2
0Trial%20presentation.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23916/Food%20Waste%20Trial%20presentation.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s23916/Food%20Waste%20Trial%20presentation.pdf

