
MATTERS REFERRED FROM COUNCIL AND 
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES

PART A: MATTERS REFERRED FROM COUNCIL

There are no matters referred by the Council to the Cabinet on this occasion.

PART B: MATTERS REFERRED FROM OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY 
COMMITTEES

CULTURE AND VISITOR ECONOMY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 5 November 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Judy Stevens

Cultural Strategy update

Considerations

 A report from the InvestSK Head of Arts giving an update on the development 
of the draft Cultural Strategy, together with a presentation delivered at the 
meeting

 Feedback from the online Cultural Strategy survey
 Work that was underway to create the outside draft of a simple, easy to read 

document highlighting key findings and priorities for the delivery of a new 
Cultural Strategy for South Kesteven

 Further consultation with participants in the Cultural Conversation
 Priorities identified by residents
 The timeline of next steps

Recommendations

 The Cultural Strategy to include a communications and promotions strategy, with 
the potential of a cultural events portal provision to be investigated

 Networking events for local artists, societies and community groups to be 
facilitated and promoted by the Council and InvestSK, with consideration to be 
given to time and location to encourage maximum community engagement

 Ensure that the Cultural Strategy gives consideration to rate relief and sets out 
the criteria by which it will be considered for creative enterprises



Link to relevant papers

 Cultural strategy draft document update: 
http://moderngovsvr:8080/documents/s24218/Cover%20sheet%20and%20repo
rt%20-%20cultural%20strategy.pdf 

 Cultural strategy update presentation: 
http://moderngovsvr:8080/documents/s24224/Cultural%20Strategy%20Present
ation.pdf 

Overview of Festivals

Considerations

Stamford Georgian Festival

 A presentation from the Head of Arts on Stamford Georgian Festival
 The quantity of events during the four days of the festival, including both ticketed 

and free events
 Community engagement prior to the festival including engagement with schools 

and local artists
 The success of the costume ball
 Linking the festival with the South Lincolnshire Walking Festival
 Members views on the promotional coverage of the event, the value of economic 

impact surveys in comparison with their cost and the future of the Stamford 
Georgian Festival

Bourne CiCLE Festival

 A presentation given by the InvestSK Head of Visitor Economy on the Bourne 
CiCLE Festival

 The intention of the event to bring economic benefit to the town of Bourne as well 
as building community engagement and encouraging local schools’ involvement

 The number of volunteers who had supported the event
 The levels of sponsorship received for the event, both in cash and kind
 The economic impact assessment of the festival
 Suggestions made by committee members to engage more children in the festival 

and extend the festival programme into the evening

Recommendations 

 The Committee expressed their thanks for the work put into the festivals by 
officers of SKDC and InvestSK, as well as local groups and charities 

 That a workshop be held to discuss the Bourne CiCLE financial details as soon 
as practicable. The Committee delegated authority to the workshop to make 
recommendations to Cabinet as necessary in relation to the future of the Bourne 
CiCLE Festival

 To support the theme of the Stamford Georgian Festival remaining Georgian, but 
to investigate the viability of a district-wide heritage festival and a Charles Worth 
festival in Bourne, based on the community-based Deepings Literary Festival 
model

http://moderngovsvr:8080/documents/s24218/Cover%20sheet%20and%20report%20-%20cultural%20strategy.pdf
http://moderngovsvr:8080/documents/s24218/Cover%20sheet%20and%20report%20-%20cultural%20strategy.pdf
http://moderngovsvr:8080/documents/s24224/Cultural%20Strategy%20Presentation.pdf
http://moderngovsvr:8080/documents/s24224/Cultural%20Strategy%20Presentation.pdf


 Investigate more financially viable alternatives to the Economic Impact 
Assessment for future festivals

Recommendations from the Bourne CiCLE Workshop (delegated authority from 
Culture and Visitor Economy to make recommendations to Cabinet)

 To support the CiCLE Festival being held in 2020, subject to stronger budgetary 
controls and greater community and business involvement

Community Asset Toolkit

Considerations

 A presentation on the Bourne Town Hall restoration project to create a small 
community arts centre and to restore the aesthetics and structure of the original 
building

 The experiences of a representative from Deepings Youth Group on how her 
interaction with the Council through InvestSK had supported the group

Outcomes

 The guest speakers were thanked for their contributions
 The acknowledgement of positive work and support being offered by local 

councils, SKDC officers and InvestSK to provide support for the community 
initiatives that were discussed

 To encourage co-operation and support between community groups, including 
joint working to provide support for new groups

FINANCE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES OVERVIEW AND 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 19 November 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Graham Jeal

Finance update report – Quarter 2 2019/20

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Finance outlining the Council’s forecast 
financial position as at the end of quarter 2 of 2019/20

 The forecast variance of £250k in relation to corporate procurement savings
 The recruitment of a Procurement Officer in order to review current corporate 

procurement arrangements
 Changes in market trends and other external factors exposing budgets to 

volatility
 Some of the 2019/20 budgets and savings targets had been very ambitious, 

resulting in significant variances
 2020/21 budget proposals would be undertaken in a realistic approach



 Any changes made to create more realistic budgets would need to be offset in 
order for the Council to achieve a balanced position overall

 Agency worker costs were not a budgeted item; service areas needed to work 
within the budget for the existing vacancy, or realign budgets elsewhere to meet 
additional costs

 The exercise currently being undertaken to review pay structure within the 
Council

 The significant variance in relation to the assumed budget increases for the car 
parks in Grantham

Outcomes

 The Committee supported the principle of incorporating more realistic targets 
and savings in the 2020/21 budget setting process

Recommendations

 The Committee to see a more in-depth explanation of unmet targets at the end 
of quarter 3  

Link to relevant papers 

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Finance:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24305/Budget%20Monitor
ing%20Qtr%202%20Report%20FINAL.pdf 

Quarter 2 performance

Considerations

 The report of the Leader of the Council, giving an update on performance 
reporting for quarter 2 of 2019/20

 Most key performance indicators were meeting targets, with three achieving 
marginally below their targets

 The two examples of the new performance reporting dashboards appended to 
the report

 The performance indicator in relation to the percentage of Council Tax collected, 
which was at amber status

 An increase in Universal Credit claims in the district, which had caused Council 
Tax payment dates to be pushed back after claimants’ Council Tax Support 
claims had been recalculated

 Performance profiling was set at the beginning of the year based on historical 
trends

 The performance indicator measuring the percentage on Non-domestic rates 
collected, which was at red status

 The increase in Non-domestic rates payers choosing the option to pay over 
twelve months rather than ten, affecting the profiling of payments over the course 
of the year

 The breakdown of occupancy rates of retail units by town centre, as shown in 
Appendix 2

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24305/Budget%20Monitoring%20Qtr%202%20Report%20FINAL.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24305/Budget%20Monitoring%20Qtr%202%20Report%20FINAL.pdf


 Business engagement schemes being undertaken by InvestSK to encourage 
new businesses to Grantham town centre

 The reduction in the number of households on the top four priority bands of the 
Housing Register

 The increase in the number of fly tipping incidents in the District
 The 2.25% variance level by which a performance measure could be considered 

sufficient to meet its target

Outcomes

 Grantham town centre business occupancy and survival rates to be added to the 
Finance, Economic Development and Corporate Services OSC work programme

 Figures for the number of households in bands 4 and 5 of the Housing Register 
to be provided to the Committee

 Figures for the number of households on the Council’s Housing Register to be 
provided for 2018 in order for comparison to be made

 Officers to provide figures stating the number of prosecutions made regarding fly 
tipping in the current financial year 

 Further information outlining how food hygiene ratings are measured to be 
circulated to the Committee

Recommendations

 Figures from previous years to be included in future performance measure 
reports, to provide context and comparison for the information provided

Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Leader of the Council:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24304/OSC%20report%2
0Nov%2019.pdf

 Appendix 1:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24300/Appendix%201%2
0Q2%202019.pdf

 Appendix 2:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24301/Appendix%202%2
0Occupancy%20rates%20of%20retail%20units.pdf

 Appendix 3:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24345/Appendix%203%2
0Rents%20revised.pdf

 Appendix 4:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24303/Appendix%204%2
0Planning%20dashboard.pdf

Fees and Charges – Charging Policy

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Finance on the Charging Policy

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24304/OSC%20report%20Nov%2019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24304/OSC%20report%20Nov%2019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24300/Appendix%201%20Q2%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24300/Appendix%201%20Q2%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24301/Appendix%202%20Occupancy%20rates%20of%20retail%20units.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24301/Appendix%202%20Occupancy%20rates%20of%20retail%20units.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24345/Appendix%203%20Rents%20revised.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24345/Appendix%203%20Rents%20revised.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24303/Appendix%204%20Planning%20dashboard.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24303/Appendix%204%20Planning%20dashboard.pdf


 The key principles outlined in the policy to be considered during the fees and 
charges setting process

 Specific requirement would be unique for each Service Area
 The importance of fees and charges as a means of securing Council funding
 The review of current fees and charges which was being undertaken
 The full cost recovery principle advised as standard procedure
 Scope within the policy for subsidised services to be provided as appropriate
 The 30% overhead recovery rate figure as outlined in the policy 

Recommendations

 That the Charging Policy be presented to Cabinet for consideration
 Evidence supporting the 30% overhead rate figure to be provided to the 

Committee
 Officers to consider whether the policy could be expanded upon to give more 

specific guidance
 Further information to be provided to Members outlining which services were 

currently subsidised  

Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Finance:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24306/Charging%20Policy
%20-%20Scrutiny%20v2.3.pdf 

RURAL AND COMMUNITIES OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 21 November 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Ray Wooten

Turnaround on void properties

Considerations

 A presentation delivered by the Head of Repairs and Improvements on the 
turnaround of void properties

 The impact of the turnaround of void properties on rental income
 An increase in major voids in the past two to three years
 Possible causes for the current void turnaround time
 The formation of a review group to address the voids situation
 A review of all void-related roles and responsibilities across the Housing and 

Repairs teams
 Revision of key performance indicators to offer properties within five days of 

notice being received
 Re-evaluation of what constituted a “priority” void and those in popular locations 

that would be occupied quickly
 Housemark data that identified authorities that achieved good turnaround figures 

and contact made with those authorities 
 Use of choice-based lettings

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24306/Charging%20Policy%20-%20Scrutiny%20v2.3.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24306/Charging%20Policy%20-%20Scrutiny%20v2.3.pdf


 Using the Northgate Housing System to improve linkage between assets and 
housing management

 Reasons that were given when properties were refused
 The process for communication between tenants and the Council
 Undertaking cost-recovery activity wherever possible when a property was left in 

a poor or damaged condition
 Opportunities to use a portal to advertise properties through which tenants could 

register their interest

Outcomes

 Members to be provided with up-to-date housing register figures
 An update on void turnarounds to be provided at a later date

Tenancy Agreement

Considerations

 The report of the Deputy Leader of the Council on the proposed Tenancy 
Agreement

 The Council’s current tenancy agreements no longer reflected the needs of the 
housing services or the context in which social housing operated

 Proposed changes relating to introductory and secure tenancy agreements
 Clarification around joint tenancies and the responsibilities of joint tenants
 Arrangements for accessing properties to carry out gas servicing or health and 

safety checks
 The rules around damage and improvements to the property
 Responsibilities of tenants around minor repairs
 Clarification on conditions relating to animals and pets
 Responses received as a result of consultation with tenants
 Once adopted by Cabinet, the document would come into effect from 1 April 2020
 Support provided to those tenants who were evicted and the turnover rate for 

evictions
 Discussion around sub-letting and its definition
 Charging arrangements for mobility scooters and electric wheelchairs
 End of tenancy arrangements 

Recommendations

 The Committee recommends the proposed draft Tenancy Agreement to Cabinet 
for adoption and for it to be sent as a ‘notice of variation’ to all tenants of South 
Kesteven District Council in accordance wit Section 103 of the Housing Act 1985 
subject to the following:

o Further clarification is given about what is meant by “immoral behaviour”
o That page 20 (b) second paragraph of the draft Tenancy Agreement be 

changed from “they” to “you”
o That the reference to Clause 13, page 34 is clarified
o That information on support available to tenants is included in the section 

on rent arrears



Link to relevant papers

 Report of the Deputy Leader of the Council: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24337/OSC%20Report%2
0-%20Tenancy%20Agreement.pdf  

 Draft Tenancy Agreement: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24334/02844RT_TENANC
Y%20AGREEMENT.pdf%20version%20of%204th%20Nov%202019.pdf 

 Equality analysis: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24335/Tenancy%20Agree
ment%20-%20EIA.pdf 

ENVIRONMENT OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 26 November 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Chris Benn

Position Statement on the Intentional Release of Sky (Chinese) Lanterns and 
Balloons

Considerations

 Report of the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations regarding the 
Council’s position statement on the intentional release of sky (Chinese) lanterns 
and balloons and the appended draft position statement

 National environmental concerns regarding the release of sky lanterns and 
balloons and lack of control over where they land

 The aim of the position statement was to prevent the release of sky lanterns 
and balloons on council-owned land

 The position statement would not be legally enforceable
 84 other local authorities had already adopted position statements around the 

intentional release of sky lanterns and balloons
 An equality analysis of the draft positions statement

Recommendations

 That the position statement on the intentional release of sky (Chinese) lanterns 
and balloons is considered by Cabinet for adoption

 That the minority groups potentially affected by the adoption of the position 
statement be consulted when the final document has been agreed

Link to relevant papers

 Position statement on the intentional release of sky (Chinese) lanterns and 
balloons: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24101/ENV729%20report.
pdf 

 Appendix 1 – draft position statement: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24102/Appendix%201.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24337/OSC%20Report%20-%20Tenancy%20Agreement.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24337/OSC%20Report%20-%20Tenancy%20Agreement.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24334/02844RT_TENANCY%20AGREEMENT.pdf%20version%20of%204th%20Nov%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24334/02844RT_TENANCY%20AGREEMENT.pdf%20version%20of%204th%20Nov%202019.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24335/Tenancy%20Agreement%20-%20EIA.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24335/Tenancy%20Agreement%20-%20EIA.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24101/ENV729%20report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24101/ENV729%20report.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24102/Appendix%201.pdf


 Appendix 2 – equality analysis: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24103/Appendix%202.pdf 

Scrap Metal Dealers

Considerations

 The report of the Cabinet Member for Commercial Operations providing an 
update on the Scrap Metal Dealers Act 2013

Recommendations

 That consideration be given to including an article in SK Today, informing 
householders of their responsibilities surrounding scrap metal disposal, and of 
the options available

Link to relevant papers

 Scrap metal dealers: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24349/ENV734%20Scrap
%20Metal%20Dealers.pdf 

Grounds Maintenance Update

Considerations

 Presentation from the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations 
regarding Grounds Maintenance in the District

 Environment SK have held the contract since March 2019, on the same basis 
as the previous providers

 The specification requires refreshing, simplifying and streamlining for 2020/21, 
with potential opportunities for both budgetary savings and increased 
environmentally beneficial initiatives

 Councillors considered biodiversity opportunities and risks

Recommendations

 Encourage the principal of more tree planting and managed wildflower / nature 
areas to be included in future Grounds Maintenance service specifications

 Request a paper exercise from Officers determining the potential costs and 
benefits of a number of managed biodiversity areas

Link to relevant papers

 Grounds maintenance update: 
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24361/grounds%20mainte
nance%20pack%20version.pdf 

http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24103/Appendix%202.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24349/ENV734%20Scrap%20Metal%20Dealers.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24349/ENV734%20Scrap%20Metal%20Dealers.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24361/grounds%20maintenance%20pack%20version.pdf
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24361/grounds%20maintenance%20pack%20version.pdf


Climate Change

Considerations

 Presentation from the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations 
detailing discussion and recommendations from the Chief Executive’s Climate 
Change Task and Finish Group and the Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Climate Change Workshop

 The process for scutinising or approving spend against a Climate Change 
reserve

 The need to move quickly and start on initiatives to reduce the Council’s carbon 
footprint as soon as possible

Recommendations

 To recommend to Cabinet that in addition to the initial £50,000 allocated to the 
climate change emergency as agreed at Council, a further £20,000 reserve be 
established from the 2020/21 budget, for climate change action quick wins, 
smalls works and carbon efficiencies; this reserve could be drawn down as 
specific initiatives are identified during the course of the Task and Finish 
Group’s work

 To recommend to Cabinet that the Council’s decision-making and report 
templates are changed to include a ‘carbon and climate change impact 
assessment’ and that budget bids within the 2020/21 process are required to 
identify whether they are carbon positive, neutral or negative.

Textile banks / recycling

Considerations

 Options presented by the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations
 Whether a trial should take place with the placing of one textile bank in each 

town for a period of six months
 Whether a trial of textile collection bags from SKDC to households should take 

place
 The pros and cons of textile recycling banks, and the percentage of recycled 

textiles that end up being shipped abroad

Outcomes 

 Members voted against placing a textile bank in each town
 Members voted against a trial of collection of textiles from households

Performance Indicators

Considerations

 Presentation from the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations 
 How performance is currently measured and the indicators that are currently 

used



 The potential frequency for reporting to Committee on performance in future

Outcomes 

 Members to suggest to the Cabinet Member for Commercial and Operations 
any further areas for Environment performance monitoring for discussion with 
the Chairman as to suitability and feasibility

 That performance be reported to Environment Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee every six months from the next meeting

Link to relevant papers

 Performance indicators presentation:
http://moderngov.southkesteven.gov.uk/documents/s24362/waste%20p.is%20p
ack%20version.pdf

FINANCE, ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND CORPORATE SERVICES OVERVIEW AND 

SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

Date of meeting: 27 November 2019
Chairman of the Committee: Councillor Graham Jeal

Future leisure management options

Considerations

 Exempt report of the Cabinet Member for Growth on options for the 
management of leisure centers across the district.

Recommendations

 The Committee recommends that Cabinet approves an extension to the 
Council’s current leisure management contract arrangement for a term of 15-
months with no reduction in the service level provided, the extension to end on 
3 April 2022

 The Committee agrees with the result of the long-term management option 
appraisal and recommends that Cabinet approve the proposal to procure a new 
contract arrangement as detailed in section 3.13 of the exempt report of the 
Cabinet Member for Growth

 The Committee agrees and recommends to Cabinet that a Procurement 
Strategy to determine the optimum length of contract and ideal route to market 
should be developed

Link to relevant papers

 The report that related to this item is exempt under paragraph 3 of Schedule 
12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended) because it contains 
information that relates to the financial or business affairs of an individual or 
organisation, including the Council




