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1. INTRODUCTION 
  

This report seeks approval to carry out public consultation in relation to the 
adoption of Dog Control Orders within designated areas of South Kesteven. 

 
The Dog Control Orders (Prescribed Offences and Penalties, etc) Regulations  
2006 and the Dog Control Orders (Procedures) Regulations 2006 implement 

sections 55 and 56 of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 
(CNEA) give the district council powers to designate areas within its 

administrative area where individuals must clean up after their dog; must 
control their dog by putting it on a lead; or where dogs are excluded from. 

  

The Policy Development Committee considered this issue and recommended 
to Cabinet that Council adopts the following orders under the Clean 

Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005: 
 

a) A Dog Control Order making it an offence not to remove dog faeces  

ANYWHERE in the South Kesteven district area.  
 

b) A Dog Control Order making it an offence to take dogs within 
enclosed children’s play areas. 

 
c) A Dog Control Order making it an offence to not put and keep a dog 

on a lead when directed to do so by an authorised officer ANYWHERE 

in the South Kesteven district area. 
 

2. RECOMMENDATION 
 

That formal public consultation is commenced in relation to the adoption of 

Dog Control Orders within South Kesteven. 
 

3. DETAILS OF REPORT 
 

The Council currently uses powers arising from the Dogs (Fouling of Land 

Act) 1996 to issue fixed penalty notices for the offence of dog fouling.  
 

The introduction of Dog Control Orders is a necessary step to bring our 
powers up to date with current legislation and strengthen our enforcement 
options. 

 
The Dog Control Orders (Prescribed Offences and Penalties etc) Regulations 

2006 state that the following may be prescribed in a dog control order: 
 
(a) failing to remove dog faeces 

(b) not keeping a dog on a lead 
(c) not putting, and keeping, a dog on a lead when directed to do so by 

an authorised officer 
(d) permitting a dog to enter land from which dogs are excluded 
(e) taking more than a specified number of dogs onto land 

 
The penalty for committing an offence contained in a Dog Control Order is a 

maximum fine of level 3 on the standard scale (currently £1,000).   
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Under section 57 of the CNEA a Dog Control Order can be made in respect 

of any land which is open to the air and to which the public are entitled or 
permitted to have access (with or without payment). 

 
There are defences in all Dog Control Orders of: 
 

(a) having reasonable excuse for failing to comply with an order; or 
(b) acting with the consent of the owner or occupier of the land, or of 

any other person or authority which has control of the land.   
 

Each parish council has been consulted as to what they felt would benefit 

their area.  Only a few parish councils responded, although the consensus 
was that the orders should concentrate on the offence of dog fouling. 

 
Street Scene Services receives an average of 25 reports of dog fouling a 
month, through various means including Customer Service reports, the 

SKDC website and Parish Councillor E-mails. 
 

Assets and Facilities have been consulted with regard to public open spaces 
and children’s play areas.  

 
It is proposed that all enclosed children’s play areas will be the subject of a 
Dog Control Order, and a list of these is shown at Appendix 1. 

 
Procedure for making Dog Control Orders 

 
1. There is a designated procedure for making Dog Control Orders. 
 

2. A notice must be published describing the proposed order in the local 
newspaper circulated in the same area as the land to which the order 

would apply, and invite representations on the proposal. 
 
3. At the end of the consultation period, it is necessary to consider any 

representations that have been made. 
 

4. If, after considering representations on the proposal, it is decided to 
significantly alter and amend the proposal, the procedure must be 
started again, publishing a new notice describing the amended proposal. 

 
Authorised Officers 

 
5. Fixed Penalty Notices for offences under Dog Control Orders may be 
issued by authorised officers under section 59(1) and (2). 

 
6. The fixed penalty amount is £75. This was the amount previously set 

when the Council adopted the new powers in accordance with the Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act. 

 

7. At present the authorised officers are members of staff within Street 
Scene Services and Police and Community Support Officers (PCSO’s). It 

is intended that the PCSO’s will be requested to continue to issue fixed 
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penalty notices on the District Council’s behalf. 
 

8. It is also possible for ‘employees’ of Parish Councils to utilise certain 
enforcement powers including the issuing of fixed penalty notices. The 

employees must receive accredited training by a DEFRA approved 
provider, currently the Keep Britain Tidy Group (formerly ENCAMS). The 
training is costly but a number of suggestions have been put to the 

Parish Council to assist them in minimising costs (the costs would be 
borne by the Parish Councils), but to date only two parish councils have 

expressed an interest in pursuing the training. 
 

Costs 

 
The costs of consultation (which will mainly be press advertising) will be 

in the order of £5,000, and this sum can be met from within the current 
Street Scene budget. 
 

4. OTHER OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND ASSESSED 
  

Currently, authorised officers use powers arising from the Dogs (Fouling of 
Land Act) 1996 to enforce against dog fouling.   

 
Officers consider that the powers offered by Dog Control Orders will 
enhance the quality of the environment for residents and visitors.  Through 

the Dog Control Orders, both dog owners and non-dog owners will have a 
clear understanding of their roles and the areas where they can enjoy open 

spaces.  
 
5. COMMENTS OF SECTION 151 OFFICER 

 
No additional budget provision has been requested in respect of the 

proposal detailed in the report and therefore the costs can be met from 
existing resources.  I am not aware that any increase in any income has 
been forecast in next year’s budget proposal. 

 
6.    COMMENTS OF MONITORING OFFICER 

 
If the Council wishes to enforce legislation in respect of dog fouling and 
nuisance, it must adopt an order specifying the offences under the relevant 

legislation. The proposed order for consultation must be drafted in 
accordance with the legislation. The wording of the recommendation in this 

report relates to the offences in general terms and cannot be adopted as 
the wording for the order to be made. 
 

Any existing order must be formally revoked in accordance with the 
legislation before any new order is made.  

 
7. COMMENTS OF OTHER RELEVANT SERVICE MANAGER 
  

As previously stated Assists and Facilities have been consulted throughout 
the process. 
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8. CONCLUSION/SUMMARY 
 

It is considered that Dog Control Orders are an ideal way to balance the 
interests of those in charge of dogs against the interests of those affected 

by irresponsible dog ownership.  Children need dog-free areas and there 
needs to be areas where dogs are kept under strict control, and likewise, 
those in charge of dogs need to have access to areas where they can 

exercise their dogs without restrictions. 
 

 
9. CONTACT OFFICER 
  

Gwen Came  
Enforcement Co-ordinator 

Street Scene Services 
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APPENDIX 1 
 

Enclosed Children’s Play areas within South Kesteven 
 

ENCLOSED PLAY AREAS  

 

GRANTHAM 

GONERBY HILL  

HARROWBY LANE 

HORNSBY ROAD 

WYNDHAM PARK 

DYSART PARK 

BEECHCROFT ROAD 

 

THE DEEPINGS 

CROWSON WAY 

CHURCH STREET 

HEREWARD WAY 

NORTHFIELDS/WELLINGTON WAT 

CHURCHFIELD CLOSE 

 

BOURNE 

WELLHEAD 

PINEWOOD CLOSE 

RECREATION GROUND ROAD 

NORTHFIELDS 

 

LANGTOFT 

PLAYING FIELD 

 

STAMFORD 

RECREATION GROUND 

DRIFT ROAD 

ELIZABETH RD 

ELGAR WAY  

 

 

 


